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The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui

In January 2020, KAAT will launch into the new year with a major production by its
Artistic Director, Akira Shirai, of Bertolt Brecht’s powerful satirical allegory
about the 1930s ascent to power of Adolf Hitler and his Nazi party, “The Resistible
Rise of Arturo Ui.”

In this famed work, the German playwright mirrors events in Hitler’s quest for power
as he chronicles the efforts of Arturo Ui, a 1930s Chicago gangster, to control the
cauliflower trade by eliminating all the competition.

For this production, as well as casting Tsuyoshi Kusanagi in the title role, Shirai
also enlists the world-famous Osaka Monaurail funk band to play their own and James
Brown music live on stage in his innovative and provocative take on Brecht’s
controversial 1941 drama.

And though Kusanagi first worked with Shirai in KAAT’s 2018 production of
“Ballyturk,” a manic physical comedy by Irish playwright Enda Walsh, it will be
exciting to see how he now extends his talents even further to portray the flashy
mobster Arturo Ui.
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